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UK Free Trade Agreements after Brexit

Before Brexit

▪ More than 40 FTAs with over 70 countries

After Brexit

▪ More than 20 continuity agreements 

with over 50 countries

▪ New FTAs: UK-Japan CEPA

▪ Priority negotiations: EU, US,  

Australia, New Zealand



Rules of origin 

How to make use of the preferential trade rules?

Rules of origin

Wholly obtained Substantive transformation

Change in tariff 
classification

Value added Specific processing



Cumulation

Bilateral cumulation

Diagonal cumulation



Proof of origin

Documents on origin under different FTAs:

▪ Government certificates (certificate of origin) 

▪ Self-certification by exporter (origin declaration) 

▪ Importer’s knowledge

UK-Japan CEPA

Article 3.16(2)

A claim for preferential tariff treatment shall be based on:

(a) a statement on origin that the product is originating made out by the exporter; or

(b) the importer’s knowledge that the product is originating.

Cutting red tape? Or imposing additional burden on importers? 



Customs check list

▪ Customs formalities & other regulatory measures  

(phytosanitary, etc.) will apply as of 1 January 2021 between 

EU27 and UK 

▪ Regardless of whether a free trade agreement is concluded 

by 31 December 2020

▪ EU – UK Free Trade Agreement only means that duties may not 

apply to goods having EU/UK origin

Be ready for 1 January 2021 no matter what!



Customs check list

Companies headquartered in the UK which operate in the EU through their UK-

based entity and vice versa 

Companies which move goods between the EU and the UK:

▪ Finished goods / combined manufacturing between the UK and the EU

Companies that benefit from preferential duties upon importation into the 

UK/EU 

Companies that market products which are subject to regulatory 

requirements in the EU/UK 

▪ Sanitary and phytosanitary checks

▪ Labeling requirements, i.e. importer for regulatory matters

▪ Data protection



Customs check list

Trade 
defence 

measures

BTI/BOI

AEO

Goods moving 
UK/EU and vice-

versa

Customs 
procedures / 

licenses

Import 
declarations /
Simplifications 

Origin of 
goods

Contingency 
plans



Customs check list

Inward processing / 
processing under 

customs controls /
Free zones /

Customs warehousing

Regulatory 
measures: 

CE marking, 
product 

safety, etc.

EORI number

Importer: 
established in 

the EU

Supply Chain 
auditContracts

Incoterms

Contingency 
plans



Thank you 

Any questions? 
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