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BREXIT: How does it look before and after the transition 

period? 
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Until 31 December 2020 

◼ No change to UK competition law enforcement 

◼ CMA will not investigate conduct where the 

Commission has already initiated formal 

proceedings 

From 1 January 2021

◼ CMA will no longer apply EU competition law, may 

depart from EU pre-Brexit case law

◼ Commission will carry on with ongoing 

investigations

◼ Risk of parallel proceedings 



CMA’s enforcement framework
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COMPETITION ACT 1998: 

CHAPTER I PROHIBITION 

LENIENCY AND RPM:

Maximum discount reduced to 50%

EU VERTICAL AGREEMENTS BLOCK 

EXEMPTION REGULATION: 

adopted into UK law, However, question mark 

over EU’s new VABE



ENFORCEMENT FOCUS: Retail Price Maintenance 
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Roland and Korg (2020) –

fined a combined total of  

£5.5 million 

Fender (2020) –

fined £4.5 million 

GAK (retailer) (2020) –

fined £280,000  

CMA has introduced an online 

price monitoring tool to monitor 

pricing and detect suspicious 

activity 



ENFORCEMENT FOCUS: Online markets
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Ping Europe (2017) –

fined £1.45 million (lost 

appeal at Court of 

Appeal in 2020)  

“Companies that try to stop 

their customers from 

shopping online for their 

products could be breaking 

the law.” - CMA

Mobility Scooters

(2013) – issued

infringement decision 



PARALLEL TRADE

6



Thank you 

Any questions? 

7


